It is now nearly fifty years since Bouchut, in 1858, first appreciated the possibility of relieving the dyspncEa of diphtheria by the introduction of a tube into the larynx.
colleagues, it is possible that by continuing his investigations he would have earned the credit which is now given, and justly given, to O'Dwyer. But the Academy of Medicine, acting on the report of the great Trousseau, prohibited the operation, although it is only fair to remember that the report in question does not suggest that the cases treated by Bouchut were in any way damaged by the insertion of his tubes. We may rather attribute the decision of the Academy to the fact that the inventor attacked the operation of tracheotomy, and must in this way have alienated the sympathy of many who might otherwise have encouraged his efforts. It \\*as left, then, to O'Dwyer to introduce, in 1885, the method of intubation which we practise to-day, the various tubes at present in use being all merely modifications of those which he first invented. DESCRIPTION OF COLOURED PLATE. 
